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Poetic Devices



Conflict

• Conflict: The essence of fiction. It creates plot. The conflicts 
we encounter can usually be identified as one of four kinds. 
(Man versus…Man, Nature, Society, or Self)

• Internal Conflict: Conflict that occurs within a character.  
Example: A person struggling with guilt, fear, etc.

• External Conflict: Conflict that occurs outside a character.  
Example: There’s a storm, and the character must get home.



Characters

• Protagonist: The main character in the story.

• Antagonist: The character or force that opposes the 
protagonist.

• Foil: A character who provides a contrast to the protagonist.



Plot

• Exposition: The introductory material which gives the setting, 
creates the tone, presents the characters, and presents other 
facts necessary to understanding the story.

• Rising Action: A series of events that builds from the conflict. 
It begins with the inciting force and ends with the climax.

• Climax: The climax is the result of the crisis. It is the high point 
of the story for the reader. Frequently, it is the moment of the 
highest interest and greatest emotion. The point at which the 
outcome of the conflict can be predicted.

• Falling Action: The events after the climax which close the 
story.

• Resolution (Denouement): Rounds out and concludes the 
action.



Types of Poems

• Narrative Poem: A 
poem that tells a 
story.



Sound Elements

• Rhythm: The poem's beat, like music, caused by the rise and 
fall of stressed and unstressed syllables.

• Rhyme: The "music" of the poem created when words have 
the same terminal sound.

• Meter: When the poem's rhythm follows a pattern.

• End Rhyme: When the last words in the lines of a poem 
rhyme with one another.

• Couplet: When two lines right next to each other rhyme.



Figurative Language

• Simile: A figure of speech which involves a direct comparison 
between two unlike things, usually with the words like or as. 
Example: The muscles on his brawny arms are strong as iron 
bands.

• Metaphor: A figure of speech which involves an implied 
comparison between two relatively unlike things using a 
form of be. The comparison is not announced by like or as. 
Example: The road was a ribbon of moonlight.

• Imagery: Language that appeals to the senses. Descriptions 
of people or objects stated in terms of our senses. 



Figurative Language

• Alliteration: Repeated consonant sounds occurring at the 
beginning of words or within words. Alliteration is used to create 
melody, establish mood, call attention to important words, and 
point out similarities and contrasts. Example: wide-eyed and 
wondering while we wait for others to waken.

• Assonance: Repeated vowel sounds at the beginning of words or 
within words.  Example: Another aardvark ate my aunt’s ant farm.

• Onomatopoeia: The use of words that mimic sounds. They appeal 
to our sense of hearing and they help bring a description to life. A 
string of syllables the author has made up to represent the way a 
sound really sounds. Example: Caarackle!


